55 Time, and the Redemption of Time. 4 6 


.. 
PREACHED ON THE 16TH OF AUGUST 1790, | 
© AFTER THE 
9 5 DISPENSATION or tas ORD SUPPER, 
IN THE 
. CONGREGATION or COLINSBURGH; 
AND — 
Publiſhed at the requeſt of the Hearers. 
< WILLIAM ARTHUR. , 
Wo. EDINBURGH: 1 
© PRINTED BY w. DARLING, ADVOCATES CLOSE. 3 | 
1790, 
PRICE SIXPENCE, 
LEN * 


* 


„ 


EPHES v. 16. | 
Redeeming the time, 


* 


ER E a ſtranger to drop from the 
clouds, and to form his opinion of 
mankind on their conduct, he, doubtleſs, 
would conclude that man is immortal. Are 
there not perſons, many, even within the 
boundaries of Chriſtendom, who; by the 
courſe of nature, muſt be on the confines of ' 
the eternal world, and about to drop into the 
fearful abyſs, who, notwithſtanding, are ne- 
ver heard from morning to evening, from 
week to week, ſo much as once to mention 
their approaching diſſolution ? Their grovel- 
ing ſouls cling to this tranſient world, to 
which alone their ambition and- their views 
appear to be confined; and, in the end, when. 
nature recoils, they leave it with the moſt 


Tnvincible reluctance, Were ſuch characters 
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to expreſs, in undiſguiſed terms, their wiſhes, 
each for himſelf would readily exclaim, * O 
that I could live always! O to live for ever 
below the ſun!” But if we conſider the fleet- 
ing and ſhadowy nature of all temporary ac- 
quiſitions, how unworthy is it of the man, 


the rational man, who 1s endued with facul - 


ties to aſpire after more ſubſtantial objects, 
not to ſay the Chriſtian, to place his affec- 
tions on ſuch ſordid enjoyments? * It is. ap- 
pointed unto all men once'to-die ;' and im- 
mediately after death the particular judgment 
happens, by which the final ſtate of every 
man is irrevocably determined. In a little 
the grim meſſenger will knock at our door. 
In a little the hungry grave will open its de- 
vouring mouth to receive us. To the ſun, 
the moon, and the ſtars; to friends and rela- 
tions; to the bible and the militant church; 
to every ſublunary bliſs, we will bid a long 
adieu. No longer will our ears be charmed 
with the melodious voice of the heavenly 
turtle. Nor will we be favoured with an op- 
portunity of repeating what we did yeſter- 
day; engaging, with united hearts, in a ſas 
eramental commemoration of our dear Re- 
eher 8 death, Thaw important, then, Chri- 

8 g ſtians, 
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ſtians, the exerciſe to which we are now call- 
ed? the exerciſe of redeeming the time, which 
words I proceed to explain and apply. 
When the term redemption occurs, Chri- 
ſtians are familiariſed to recollect Jeſus and 
it readily excites in their breaſts the idea of 
that grand work, for accompliſhing which 
the aſſumption of human nature was intend- 
ed to qualify him. Having poured out his 
ſoul unto death; having ſhed his infinitely 
precious blood, he accompliſhed that eternal 
redemption to which immenſe ſums of ſilver 
and gold, nay, all the gems of both the eaſt- 
ern and weſtern ſhores are inadequate. ' But 
the application of words, is, in a great mea- 
ſure, arbitrary; and cuſtom often aſſumes the 
Auchority of a law. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the redemption of time; and, indeed, as the 
ſequel will evince, the proper improvement 

of preſent opportunities and privileges is in- 
tended and admirably calculated to ſubſerve 
the important purpoſes of our eternal redemp- | 
tion. To redeem, as the well known etymo- 
logy of the term indicates, literally is to buy 
back a perſon or a thing chat has been alie- 
nated and loft; and when the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of RENE the time, he means, in genera), 
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theſe three particulars which follow; that, 
frft, time is precious; that, ſecond, much pre- 
cious time has been loſt ; and that, third, to 
improve the preſent time is the only method 
of compenſating the loſs of the paſt. 
Firſt, The time is precious. The preciouſ- 
neſs of time ariſes, in a conſiderable degree, 
from the brevity of it. Time is ſhort, This, 
my brethren; is a momentous point; and the 
due conſideration of it one of the ſtrongeſt 
incentives to the improvement of opportuni- 
ties equally precious and precarious. 
* In common ſpeaking eternity and time 
ſtand oppoſed. That had no beginning, and 
has no end; this has both. Not that we have 
the leaſt reaſon to look for the annihilation 
of any thing which God has made. None 


of his works ſcem intended for annihilation. 


But that diſtrict of his vaſt univerſe; which 
is appointed to be the temporary reſidence of 
mankind, and its environs, are to undergo a 
moſt material change; a change which will 
amount to entire renovation. We, accord- 
ing to his promiſe, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein are to dwell 

* righteous men.“ Feeling forcibly the penal 
. baneful elcer of the curſe, the whole 


© creation - 
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. cteatioh groaneth and travaileth- i in pain 

together until now, and will continue 

to do ſo, till it obtain total and final de- 
| liverance. Of eternity, indeed; we, whoſe 
minds are contracted within 4 very nar- 
row circle of ſpeculation; muſt acknow- 
ledge ourſelves almoſt. totally ignorant. 
How auguſt and how lofty is the deſcription 
of eternity and the commencement of time; 
with Which the book of proverbs has, favou- 
ed us! © I, ſays the wifdom of God, was ſet 


2p from everlaſting ; from the beginatin * 
ere ever the earth was; when there A 
0 depths 1 was brought forth; Wien thers 
5 were no fouritains abounding with water; 
6 Before the. mountains, before the hills wete 
4 brought forth: While às yet he had not 
made the earth, nor the fields; nor the bigh- 
c 200 part of the duſt of the world. When he 
prepared the heavens I was there | when he 
6 or a compaſs upon the face of the. deep} 
© when heeſtabliſhed the clouds above; when 
© he ſtrengtheried the fountains of the deep; 
© when he gave the ſea his decree that the 
waters ſhould not paſs his commandment j 
a nn he Wee the foundations of the 
5 N earth | 
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earth; then I was by him as one brought 
* up with him; and I was daily his delight, 
* rejoicing always befare him.” Equally pa- 
thetical and moving is the manner in which 
the inſpired Pſalmiſt has deſcribed both the 
commencement and the final conſummation 
of time. Of old haſt thou, O incompre- 
henſible Jehovah, laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
_ © thy hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou 
* *© ſhalt endure. Lea, all of them ſhall wax 
old like a garment ; as a veſture ſhalt thou 
* change them, and they ſhall be changed.“ 
Prior to the production of all things into 
chat immenſe maſs of ſhapeleſs chaos, which 
could, by no plauſible ſappoſition, ariſe from' 
a fortuitous concourſe of atoms, under the 
direction of blind chance; prior to the for- 
mation of them into the aſtoniſhingly great, 
fair, and beautiful worlds which we, with 
wonder, gratitude and joy, contemplate; there 
vere no heavens, no earth, no ſuns, no moons, 
no ſtars, no hills cloathed with ſtately cedars, 
no plains adorned with verdure, no ſeas, con- 
ſequently no clouds occaſioned by the exhale- 
ment and condenfation of vapours, no ſum- 
mers, no winters, no days, no nights. That 
| great 
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great Being, of whoſe peerleſs nature im- 
menſity and eternity are eſſential perfections, 

exiſted alone. Here the human mind is loſt 5 
and from the bewildering maze is altogether 
unable to extricate itſelf. But in the be- 
* ginning God created the heavens and the 
© earth ;* and, like its inhabitants, our earth + 
is to continue a limited time; and, when the 
myſteries of divine providence are accom- 
pliſhed, it, and the periodical revolutions, di- 
urnal and annual, which meaſure its preſent 
duration, will undergo a wondrous change. 
Once, indeed, our earth was young; but now 
waxeth old, and its diſſolution haſteth on a- 
pace. Awful conſideration! 
The text ſpeaks of redeeming THE time; 
and ſhort is the time of both the world. and 
the church. I ſpeak of their preſent ſtate. The 
period approacheth, at which the ſeaſons, 

ſummer and winter, ſead-time and harveſt, 
will ſucceed to each other no more. Nor 
will agriculture or commerce, navigation or 
the arts of war be longer put into practice. 
Moving, indeed, are the revolutions which 
the moſt celebrated empires and kingdoms 
have already undergone; revolutions which 
mark every thing ſublunary to be of a tran- 

| ſient 
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ſient nature, and appriſe us of the eu 7 
ing fate of empires now famous for power, 
and cities now celebrated for trade. Agree- 
ably to Daniel's ancient predictions, the Chal- 
dean and the Perſiari, the Grecian and the 
Roman. empires, have been long ago over- 
turned; and the inſtances, in which families 
and perſons. have been reduced from plenty 
to poverty, from affluence to extreme want, 
are too many to be recounted on this occa- 
"Gon. All mankind are now on a rapid Jour- 
ney to the land of ſilence; and, though we 
now belong to different habitations, we will 
all in à little co-habit in the one houſe ap- 
pointed for every living man. Here the 
| pompous, the empty, the unmeaning titles 
and diſtinctions of time are unknown. Here 
the voice of ambition afid diſcord is not 
heard. How mortifying is it to the opulent 
ind the great, that his eſtates and poſſeſſions, 
whether he enjoys them by inheritance or by 
purchaſe, being reverſionary, are foon to be 
claimed by a fucceſſor; and that in the grave 
lies the ragged and neglected peaſant on a 
perfect equality with the ne. and flat- 
tered prince? 
The preſent Nare of tue als; 15 afo ors. 
The 
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The Jewiſh œconomy is paſt; and the Chriſ- 
tian is alſo to have an end; and, for the diſ- 
penſation of the word, or the adminiſtration 
of the ſacraments, there is no occaſion in 
heaven; there the ordinances are fully ſu- 
perſeded by the immediate preſence and bea- 
tific viſion of God and the Lamb; there the 
redeemed breathe in an atmofphere always 
placid and ſerene; there God wipes away all 
tears from the eyes of his ſaints; ſo that the 
voice of mourning is never heard above; for 
there the lamb leads them to drink in the 
limped ſtreams of life complete. In that hap- 
py world the myſteries of grace and provi- 
dence are unravelled and laid open to view, 
and its bliſsful inhabit#nts are ſatisfied that 
. wiſdom and equity are charaQeriſtical of all 
the ways of God. Happy beings! - 
Conſidered in relation to eternity, and an 
eternity of bliſs, how important as well as 
ſhort is time? Human life is a vapour. Bree 
thren, the time is ſhortened. In earlier. ages 
human life was comparatively long. The 
Antedeluvian longevity of mankind has been 
greatly abridged. For the birth and for the 
death of each individual of mankind periods 
are enrolled. in the annals of heaven; and the 
| bounds. 
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bounds of his habitation no one of us can 
poſſibly paſs, Appointed numbers of days 
were allotted for us while we lay unconſcious 
and motionleſs in the filent womb of non- ex- 
iſtence; and, when our glaſs is run, we will 
all, phantom- like, evaniſh. Revolving in your 
minds, eſpecially during the favoured mo- 
ments of penſive meditation, thoſe and other 
conſiderations equally appoſite and obvious, 
you will readily, I preſume, join iſſue with 
me when 1 affirm that wan 2 2 the time 1 is 
precious. 


1. The Time of Youth, 3 

I his is an early, and, indeed, a moſt im- 

portant period of life. Expecting to reap a 
plentiful harveſt, the laborious huſbandman 
begins betimes in the ſpring to ſow his fields. 
* Having ſeen the morning and dawn of life, 
and having reached that valuable period 
which we call youth, you are now, my dear 
young friends, called to ariſe and prepare for 
the harveſt of old age, I ſhould have ſaid ra- 
ther 'the eternal world; as tender plants as 
the youngeſt in the company being often pre- 
_ cipitately hewn down by the hatchet of 
death, You are now in the bloom of life; 


CW] 
and O what a pity if the autumnal blaſt of 
death overtake you before the bloſſoms are 
formed into perfect fruit! How many hoary 
heads are there going down with ſorrow and 
plaintive ſighs to the grave, who, having 
ſpent the bloom of life in the frequented 
rounds of diſſipation and debauchery, would 
give worlds to recal their paſt years and 
folly? Their time, their money, and their 
conſtitution have been devoted as, priceleſs 
victims, to eating and drinking, and every 
' ſpecies of debauchery and riot; and prodiga- 
lity has haſtened on old age apace. In the 
vices, which were once as their meat and 
their drink, they now find no ſuch ſatisfac- 
tion; and, if final impenitence is given them 
as the juſt puniſhment of their ſins, there re- 
maineth nothing for them but a fearful 
looking for judgment, and fiery indignation 
from the Lord of Hoſts to devour them. 
Thouſands countleſs and untold have repent- 
ed that they did not begin betimes to be reli- 
gious. But though you read all the hiſtories | 
extant, I challenge you to find ſo much as 
one inſtance of. a perſon grieving becauſe he 
became religious too ſoon, No ſuch inſtance 


is on record; and the greater part of God's 
children 
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children, we have every reaſon to believe, 
are converted in their earlier years. Alluring 
their young and ſuſceptive hearts, he calls 


them into the wilderneſs which lies in their 
way from ſpiritual Egypt to the celeſtial Ca- 
naan; /peaks comfortably to them; and enters 
into a covenant of paternal and perpetual 
friendſhip with them. The Surety having 
fulfilled the onerous condition of this new 
| covenant, every perſon, for whom he, on 
whoſe mediatorial head the oil of glad- 
neſs. was ' poured ſo copiouſly that it runs 
down to the hem of his pontifical. garment, 
died, is, 1 in due time, intereſted ſavingly in 
the infinitely rich promiſes of it. 
Numerous are che advantages, glorious are 
the examples, with which early piety comes 
recommended to us. Of Abijah, the ſon of 
Jereboam, and perhaps, the only gracious 
perſon in his irreligious family, i it is ritten, 
_ that in him, while he was yet young, there 
was ſome good thing found towards the Lord 
| God of Iſrael.“ Joſiah, one of Judah's kings, 
whoſe acceſſion to the throne happened about 
the eight year of his age, was ſo eminent and 
examplary for early piety, that when he was 
no more than fixteen, or at moſt twenty 
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years old, he diſcovered not only the 1 
examplary punctuality in the duties of per- 
ſonal and domeſtic devotion, but his zeal 
and public ſpirit in promoting religious re- 
formation throughout his whole empire. To 
the immortal and ceaſeleſs honour of Timo- 
thy, who ſeems to have received an early re- 
ligions education from his mother and grand- 
mother, pious jewiſh women, his father 
being a Greek, it is ſaid, that from a child 
he knew the holy ſcriptures; the ſcriptures 
which were able to make him wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, through faith which is in _Jeſus 
Chriſt.“ Religion has every thing to reco- 
mend it; nay, it may be affirmed to be its 
own reward ; and an early acquaintance 
with Jeſus who came to ſeek and to fave the 
laſt, is a ground of the greateſt thankfulneſs. 
All the redeemed, in both heaven and earth, 
who were converted to the Saviour in their 
earlier years, are exceedingly thankful, not 
only for their converſion, but the early 
period in which it happened. Writing ta 
the Romans, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles men- 
tions, with much affection, Andronicus and 
Junia, his kinſmen and his fellow priſo- 
ſoners, who were v of note among the Apoſtles, - 

who 
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50 alſo', adds he, were in Chriſt hubbre 
me'. By Junia, or, as it has been read, Ju- 
'n1ias,a male member of the church, one ima- 
gines, is intended; another ſuppoſes a fe- 
male, and that ſhe was ſpouſe to Andronicus, 
Happy and honoured pair! Andronicus and 
Junia are ſuppoſed to have been early con- 
verts to Jeſus and his church, known to the 
Apoſtles and much eſteemed by them, prior, 
perhaps to the diſperſion of the church in 
Jeruſalem, which was occaſioned by the per- 
ſecution which was raiſed after the death of 
Stephen. The illuſtrious characters; of whom 
I ſpeak, and whoſe names are embelliſhed 
with inſpired honours, and tranſmitted with 
_unfading luſtre to poſterity, were inferior 
to Paul and his fellow apoſtles, who occu- 
pied a ſuperior ſtation in the church of 
Chriſt, after which its other members, or 
even miniſters were not to aſpire. But the 
| Apoſtle mentions an important circumſtance 
in which Andronicus and Junia were ſupe- 
Tior, and had the advantage of him. They 

were, ſays he, in Chriſt before me. 
The compaſſionate Saviour ſtands with ex- 
panded arms to receive all; and 1 proclaim 
the pateney of the way to him. All are 
welcome. 


6 
welcome. Nay, all are toll: the old, the 
middle-aged, and, in a particular manner, 
the young; for, ſays he, © ge who ſeek me 
zarly fhall, without a peradventure, ind me.” 
The ruin of children, you will allow me to 
ſay, often lies on the heads of graceleſs pa- 
rents; and, though grace is not hereditary, 
does not flow from father to ſon in the chan- 
nel of human generation; to deſcend from ir- 
religious progenitors I confider as a heavy 
judgment, and, on the contrary, to be the 
children of godly parents I account one of - 
the greateſt bleſſings which heaven can be- 
ſtow. Nay, countleſs thouſands now encircle 
the celeſtial throne, who ſing, in elevated 
ſtrains, the wonders of redeeming grace 
and, in their enraptured ſong, their early con- 
verſion compoſes one of the higheſt notes. 
Encouraged with the inſpiring hope and ani- 
mating proſpe& that your children will be 
an henour to religion, not to ſay their con- 
nections and their country, inſtil into their 
minds, while they are yet young, the hea- 
venly dew of a religiovs education; and 
while thou ſands are moſt ſolicitous to ac- 
quaint their children with romances and no-— 
rels, Jnfalng into their young minds, in 
B which 
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which the ſeeds of depravity kate: already 
been ſown, the moſt gloomy ideas of reli- 
gion, be careful, O Chriſtan parents, to edu- 
| cate your tender offspring, who are now as 
olive plants around your table, at the Sa- 


 viour's ſchool. Is not the religion of Jeſus 


a noble ſyſtem ? Does it not excel all the 
novels and plays which ever have employed 
the exertions of human genius? In this way 
the true, not the ſpurious, maxims of mora- 
| lity will be early and indelibly printed on 
their ſuſceptive minds; and, a bleſſing from 
on high accompanying your endeavours, the 
fountain of original impurity and vice will 
be ſhut up, and a ſpring of uncontaminated 
virtue will he opened. Can a muddy foun- 
tain emit tranſparent ſtreams? Can the pure 
rivulets of a holy converſation flow from the 
polluted fountain of the unrenewed heart? Be 
aſhamed all ye wha extol and flatter the im- 
aginary yirtues and excellencies of human 
nature in the fallen ſtate! O my young bre- 
rhren, this is the morning and prime of life ; 
and though neither you nor I have ſeen ma- 
ny years *, we are faſt approaching our meri- 
dian, and who knows but qur ſun may go 
down at noon ? Shall he ſer before, we can 


ay; 
3 The Author is one 4 the youngeſt in the miniſtry, 
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ſay, with pious Simeon, who waited for Iſ- 
rael's conſolation, © now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
* vant depart in peace, according to thy word; 


* for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation? God 
1 forbid. of 


2. The Time of Health. 


An unſpeakable privilege this! I might 
have mentioned ſoundneſs of mind. What 
a precious bleſſing is the exerciſe of reaſon ! 
and greatly is the perſon to be pied whom 
heaven has been righteouſly pleaſed to de- 
prive of it. His underſtanding dignifties 
man above all the beaſts of the field; above 
all the fiſhes of the ſea; above all the fowls 
of heaven; and, deprived of the exerciſe of 
this ennobling faculty, what'a loſs does he ſuſ- 
tain ?- Not to mention the uncivilized inha- | 
bitants of barbarous climes, ſuch as the na- 
tives of New Holland, who are ſcarcely diſ- 
tinguiſhable from the animal creation except 
by their exterior ſhape and the organs of 
ſpeech ; there the human mind, like the ne- 
glected and uncultivated garden, being over- 
grown with the moſt noxious weeds ; what 
a piteous ſpectacle is the moſt accompliſhed 
man on earth, if the exerciſe of his rational 

> Ef powers 


* 


Nies 

powers is ſuſpended ? What a humbling, and 
moving object is the idiot? Does he not 
laugh when he ſhould mourn, and mourn 
when it becomes him to rejoice? Beholding 
ſuch a ſpectacle, are we diſpoſed to be merry 
and to make him a laughing-ſtock ? If we 
do ſo, we indicate the moſt unjuſtifiable folly ; 
not knowing but heaven may ſmite us after 
the ſame manner; and afflition of any Rind 
is not confined to a particular deſcription of 
men. The poor are not the only ſubjects of 
it. Worldly advantages and enjoyments are 
altogether inſufficient to deliver us from diſ- 
treſs, whether corporeal or mental, and, in- 
deed, ſuch is the intimate union between the 
conſtituents of our nature, that they feel re- 
ciprocally the pains of each other, Diſtreſs 
and death lock in at the windows of the gor- 
geous palace, as well as the windows of the 
lowly cottage; and the ghaſtly meſſenger aſ- 
fails, with an imparcial indifference, the man 
clothed i in fice linen who fares ſumpruouſly 
every day, and the beggar clothed in rags 
who fits under his table. Riches look gay at 
a diſtance, But though we court pleaſure 
in all its various forms, in the end we will 
be conſtrained to ſay * the wiſe man; 

| all 
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all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit; an in- 
ſeription fit for every thing temporal zag 


ſablunary. 7” BE 


Precious is the ſeaſon of bodily health Ind 
proſperity. Of bodily indiſpolition numbers 
of you muſt have the direful experience. 
Lying on a bed of languithing, and finding 

company and food a loathfome fight, what 
would you have given for the reſtoration of 
health; ſuppoſing that you could have pur- 
chaſed it ata very coſtly rate? How many. of 
our fellow men are now pining away in great 
affliction, which the ſkill of the ableſt phy- 
fician, and all the ointment of the apotheca- 
ry, are inſufficient to remove? and to what 
corner ſoever of the land our attention is 
turned, the cry of the mourner is heard. 
Multitudes are in this ſituation, and do we 
ſquander awaythe health vouchſafed to us, and 
denied to our fellow men? Enjoying health, 
we are called to look forward to diſtreſs 
and death. That is only a blink at noon- 
| tide of the day; and ariſe and depart is the 
rouſing alarm which the king of terrors now 
ſounds in our ears. Were we to enjoy un- 
interrupted health for long nine hundred 
and ninety nine years, death would infallibly 
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come at laſt. A headach, nay, the leaſt 
pain in any part of the body, is a ſure har- 
binger of approaching diſſolution. It is not 
in every inſtance that mankind lie two or 
three days, not to ſay weeks or months, on 
a death- ed, before they die. No, the call is 
often more ſudden. Suppoſing that, going 
home from the houſe of prayer to day, you 
loſe a foot, or break a bone; that you fall 
into an apoplectic fit, or that one of your 
blood veſſels ſhould burſt; where are you ? 
all on the clap of a hand ſwimming in the 
ſhoreleſs ocean of eternity, If we conſider, 
ſays one, on how regular a motion of the 
fluids and balance of the humours, our life 


depends, life is a greater wonder than even 
our Son. would be. 


3. The Time of the Go/pel. 


What would health avail us; what would 
the greateſt ſublunary bliſs be, if our ears 
were not charmed with the melodious ſound 

of the evangelical trumpet? The goſpel un- 
queſtionably is the greateſt bleſſing ever be- 
ſtowed on any people; a bleſſing which ren- 
ders a country, though inferior in point of fer- 
tility and wealth, ſuperior to all unenlight- 
ened 


(t 


ened regions, by opening the grand proſpects 


of a future ſtate, a glorious reſurrection, and 
an endleſs bliſsful immortality ; proſpects 
which raiſe the human mind above this tran- 
ſient world and all the little enjoyments of 
time; proſpects which teach it to aſpire af- 
ter another world and the more ſubſtantial 
- enjoyments of it; time and all its allurements 


being inſufficient to feed the enlarged de- 


fires of the ſoul. Laid in the balance with 


the goſpel, all earthly things are lighter than 


a feather. Is not reſtoration to the divine 
favour; is not the remiſſion of our ſins; is 
not the purification of our ſinful natures ; is 
not deliverance from hell; is not promotion 
to celeſtial glory an ineſtimable bleſſing; a 
bleſſing which all the tears of repentance, 
and all the punctuality of amendment of life 


could never have procured for us? and ought. 


not the vaſt importance of theſe bleflings be 


the moſt powerful perſuaſive to ſolicitude and 


diligence for the attainment of them ? 
| Dreadful beyond thought is the ſituation of 


apoſtate ſpirits in the infernal world : And - 


what muſt our fituation have been if we had 
never heard of Jeſus, the Saviour ? I have not 


language to paint the melancholy ſcene, In a 
B 4 that 
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that event our ſituation muſt have been at 

once dreadful and deſpondent; dreadful, as 
we ſtood expoſed to the vindictive wrath of 
an angry God; and deſpondent, becauſe no 
deliverer; no ranſom to reſcue us from miſe- 
ry intolerable and endleſs; no Mediator to 
interpoſe between the offended God and us 
his offending creatures. Piteous, indeed, is 
the ſituation of infidel Jews, of deluded Ma- 
hometans, of 1dolagrous Pagans. That moral 
evil has entered the world, Pagans themſelves 

ſee. Of it they experience the baneful effects; 
and, thinking it a kind of atonement to hea- 
ven, they offer incredibly great quantities of 
animal, nay, human ſacrifices. Their altars 
ſmoke. Their victims bleed. But of the manner 
in which moral evil was introduced into the 
world by the diſobedience of the firſt Adam, 
and of the way in which it is put away from 
the world by the all- atoning ſacrifice of the 
great High Prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt 
Jeſus, they are totally ignorant. Dreadful 
ſituation! All the incenſe of profuſion in the 
rites of idolatrous worſhip, preſented to hea- 
ven on the altar of ſuperſtitious ſhow, is in- 
adequate for appealing the juſtly offended 
Deity ; beſpeaks the blind zeal of uninſtitu- 
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ted devotion; and mult unavoidably termi- 
nate in dreadful diſappointment. If another 
atonement than that of Jeſus, as has been 
ignorantly ſuppoſed, could have anſwered 
the end; if repentance for paſt offences and 
reſolutions of amendment” could have been 
honourably ſuſtained, as equivalent ſatisfac- 
tion, by heaven, would God have done what 
he did ? would the lawgiver have become the 
lawfulfiller ? would the eternal Father, whoſe 
love to his co-eternal ſon is as much ſuperior 
to Abraham's love to Iſaac, as divine perfection 
is to human paſſion, have ſtretched forth the 
hand of juſtice, taken the bloody knife of vin- 
diQtive wrath and ſheathed it in the bowels of 
hisSon, hisonly begotten Son? Ruling ſupreme 
in the great univerſe, he, rather than the crea-  - 
tures, is proprietor of the cattle on a thou- 
| fand hills, and of all the wood of the foreſt, 
and can he receive any adequate ſatisfaction. 
for fin from ſach trivial victims ? To ſappoſe 
that repentance and amendment of life' are 
ſufficient to appeaſe the Deity, and to ſay that 
theſe might have entirely ſuperſeded the a- 
tonement of Jeſus, are doctrines unknown to 
the Bible, doctrines replete with abſurdity, 
and characteriſtica of the legality and the ig- 
norance 
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norance of the human heart. But the goſ- 
pel reveals a more excellent way of effecting 
reconciliation between the offended Deity 
and his offending creatures of the human 
kind. This is my beloved Son,” ſaid the 
divine Father, by an audible voice from hea- 
ven, in whom I am well pleaſed, Precious 
then is the time of the goſpel. For their miſ- 
improvement of this invaluable privilege not 
a few have been deprived of it, who now fit 
mourning without the ſun, The lamp 
* which God ordained for his anointed, in 
this and the other place, has been extinguiſh- 
ed, and darkneſs has intercepted the beams 
of heavenly viſion. With reſpect to many, 
the predictions of Amos have been accom- 
pliched © Behold the days come, ſaith the 
© Lord God, that I will ſend a famine in the 
land, not a famine for bread, nor a thirſt 
for water, but of hearing the words of the 
Lord. And they ſhall wander from ſea to 
© Rees and from the north even to the eaſt they 
* ſhall run to and fro to ſeek the word of the 
Me Lord, and {hall not find it.“ Now 1s the 
time in which we are called to ſow for an ap- 

Proaching harveſt ; and he who ſoweth and he 
only will reap. * He that gathereth in ſum- 
| , CT. 
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© mer is a wiſe ſon; but he that ſleepeth mn 
© harveſt is a ſon that cauſeth ſhame'. Now 
we enjoy our ſeed-time and ſummer. 0 
whar a pity if our ſummer be ended before 
we be ſaved ! The harveſt is at hand. The 
day of judgment, the deciſive day is about to 
dawn, All things will ſoon be found ripe for 
a diſſolution. Nature's frame will be un- 
hinged ; the ſtate of men entirely changed 3 
the ſaints gathered by angelical reapers into 
the heavenly barn; the wicked caſt, as fuel, 
into the quenchleſs fire of Almighty in- 
dignation. Fearful, indeed, their doom and 
final; for the Judge of all the earth ſhall ſeal 
it with the black wax of irreverſibility. 

II. The redemption of time ſuppoſes the 
miſimprovement and loſs of it. A ſquander- 
er of this ineſtimable e every man 
here has been. We are all of different ages; 
one ten, another twenty, a third thirty, for- 
ty, fifty, fixty, or, perhaps, ſeventy or eighty 
years old. But with the moſt impious proſti- 
tution of time we all indiſcriminately ſtand - 
accuſable. Is there ſo much as one indivi- 
dual in the company that can plead not 
guilty ; who can, Pilate-like, waſh his hands, 
and ſay, in this inſtance, *I have no fin'? Let 
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the perſon in middle life, and the perſon i in 


old age, look back and repent the folly of his 
early years; the healthful mourn over his 
miſimprovement of health; and with regard 
to the goſpel there is reaſon for ſharpening 
the edge of contrition, that the feelings of 
the profeſſor in a ſtate of lethargy may be a- 
wakened. How many calls and invitations 
from heaven has each of you withſtood; calls 
the moſt urgent and importunate, as well as 
the moſt friendly to your beſt intereſts? 
How often would the condeſcending and 
compaſſionate Jeſus have gathered our Jeru- ; 
ſalem, as a hen gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings, and ſhe would not? Nay, his 
importunity and patience are famous to a 
proverb. How pathetical and tender his ex- 
poſtulation, © Open to me, my ſiſter, my love, 
my dove, my undefiled; for my head is fil- 
„ed with the dew, and my locks with the 
** drops of the night!“ | 

Many excellent ſermons have you heard; 

ſermons fraught with the tidings of peace; 
| fermons compoſed with care and deliver- 
ed with propriety; and in which ability 
and zeal were conſpicuouſly united. Fre- 
quently have you drunk of the fruit of the | 


vine 
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vine in your heavenly father's preſence; and 
for a Chriſtian to live in the habitual ne- 
glect of communicating, is an obvious con- 
tradiction; communicating, I ſay, which is 
a duty indiſpenſably incumbent on every 
man who profeſſes h* nſelf a member of the 
Saviour's myſtical body. As often as ye eat 
„this bread and drink this cup,” rather the 
wine in it, © ye do ſhew,” or, as it might ve 
read, ſhew ye the Lord's death till he come. 
Nay, numbers of us were drinking of the 
juice of the grape only a few hours ago, a 
ſymbolical repreſentation of that ſacred blood 
which, by faith, is applied to the conſcience, 
and which purifies the ſoul. But what occa- 
fion have we to clothe ourſelves with ſack- 
cloth and join trembling with our mouth!” 
Miſimproving time, the ſeaſon of youth, 

the time of proſperity, and the day of Grace, 
we have ſold our opportuniries, and, fooliſh 
bargain! /d them for nought. Such folly how 
criminal and how dangerous! Shall not ſuch 


.. folly prove a fource of the moſt abundant 


ſorrow? The miſimprovement of ſuch ſa- 

cred privileges has been productive of the 

moſt fatal effects. Sacred hiſtory abounds in 

inſtances, When the Jos were carried into 
. *$ = Saab: | captivity 
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captivity greatly was Jeremiah afflicted. The 
book of Lamentations, which was compoſed 
on that melancholy occaſion, is obſerved to 
be tender and moving to admiration. * One 
* would think every letter written with a tear; 
every word the ſound of a breaking heart; 
* and that the writer was a man of ſorrows, 
* who ſcarce ever breathed but in fighs, or 
© ſpake but in groans. I mention this inſtance 
to ſhow, that the contempt of religion among 
all deſcriptions of men, and amidſt an abun- 
dance of privileges, ſhould: be afflictive to us 
all; afflictive to us as the church's friends, 
and as being art and part in the ſins which 
trouble her. Recollecting our paſt opportuni- 
ties, and the miſimprovement of them, let 
us water our couch with our tears, and join 
in the plaintive ſtreams of the —_ 190 
phet. But, | 

III. Even in the preſent caſe, however 
doleful, grief is not to end in diſpair. 
There is one, and, indeed, only one me- 
thod of redeeming the time. The im- 
provement of the preſent time is the only 
method to compenſate the loſs of the 
paſt. This improvement of preſent oppor- 
tunities, as a compenſation for former inac- 
tivity and lack of diligence, is an expedient 

which 
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which both religion and reaſon dictate; an 
expedient, 1 ſay, which receives the ſanction 


of both. But how is the time to be improv— 


ed? The text is introduced in a participial 
form; a circumſtance which 1 mention to 
ſhow. that it muſt have a dependence on the 


context, Now the method of redeeming the 


time which the Apoſtle, in the context, ſug- 


geſts, is to walk circumſpectly.“ Be cir- 

cumſpect, look around you; and O Chriſti- 
ans, let the conſideration, that * the days are 
evil, and that your example, as you are the 
profeſſed votaries of heaven, if wrong direc- 
ed, muſt have a moſt pernicious tendency, 


inſpire you with zeal and reſolution in ſo 


noble a cauſe. Simular is the exhortation 


of Peter. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe 
* your. adverſary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom he may 
*devour; whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the faith.” 


Your. adverſary, in whom are united the ſer- 


pent's policy and the lion's power, ſtalketh 
about, haggard-like, that he may plot and 
procure your ruin. During the day the 
beaſts of prey betake themſelves to their dens, 
and, when the ſable ſhades of night return to 


dreſs the fields i in oF mourning weed, they - 


haunt 
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haunt the deſart, and traverſe the foreſt in 
aqueſt of their unſuſpecting prey. In the 
night of deſertion, God, for holy and juſt 
reaſons, is pleaſed to leave his people, in ſome 
meaſure, to themſelves; and they, perhaps, 
indulge in degrees of inſobriety and floth, 
which diſturb their quiet, and endanger their 
peace; this is an opportunity which the 

watchful foe improves ; and ſubtilty is cha- 
racteriſtical of all his machinations and at- 
tempts. But the ſouth wind of heavenly con- 
ſolation returning to blow, and diſpelling the 
clouds which brood upon the Chriſtian's 
mind, he diſcovers his error, and ſees clearly 
that grace is not to be abuſed into licentiouſ- 


- . neſs. Be vigilant. The great concern which 


ſhould employ our attention, and by promo- 
ting which we may be ſaid, in a great mea- 
ſure, to improve the preſent, and retrieve the 
loſs of the paſt time, is the ſalvation of our 


immortal ſouls. We may be ſolicitous to 


amaſs great ſums of ſilver and gold, and, by 
famous acquiſitions in learning, or otherwiſe, 
to enhance our reputation ; but the ſalvation 
of the ſoul, in a ſubſerviency to the promo- 
tion of heaven's declarative glory, is, indeed, 
the all, which is worthy of our moſt ſerious 
attention 
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attention and moſt earneſt purſuit, Martha 
| ſeems moſt ſolicitous to entertain, in the very 
_ beſt manner, her divine Lord, to whom it was 
as his meat and his drink to do the will of 
his heavenly father; and, indeed, we might 
aſk, who would not have been anxious to ac- 
commodate and entertain the matchleſs gueſt? 
But Mary, in this inſtance, was wiſer. Moſt 
deſirous to receive information from him, 
ſhe, in her deep humility, and according to 
the Jewiſh cuſtom, ſat at the bleſſed feet of 
Jeſus. To her honour, it is ſaid, that, as * one 
thing,” and only one thing is needful, the 
c˖hoſe that good part, which ſhall not be ta- 
ken away from her. 
The phraſe, redeeming the time, it has of- 
ten been obſerved, might be tranſlated buy- 
ing the opportunity. The alluſion probably is 
to a merchant, who, with perſevering dili- 
gence and indefatigable aſſiduity, purſues his 
: buſineſs ; and much more ſolicitous for his 
4 profit than anxious about his pleaſure, em- 
braces every opportunity of buying and ſell- 
ing to advantage. Allow me to conſider time 
under the familiar notion of a creditor. The 
paſt part of our time having been denied the 


improvement, to which it had a claim, and 
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which confeſſedly was its due, inſiſts ſtrenu- 
ouſly for ſatisfaction. Now what is the re- 
paration which this aggrieved creditor re- 
- quires, and without which he poſitively re- 
fuſes to give us an honourable diſcharge ? 
What are his demands, and what reſtitution 
does he aſk? He calls aloud for the moſt di- 
ligent application and the moſt vigorous ex- 
ertions, in the improvement of opportunities 
now preſent, but which will ſoon be paſt, 
and never more return. Were the accountant 
to negle& his books; were the ſlothful mer- 
chant to buy and fell at random; allowing 
his commercial affairs to run into diſorder ; 
what diſagreeable conſequences would una- 
voidably enſue? Be his profits ever ſo great, 
he would ſoon be hurried into bankruptcy. 
The application is obvious. If the ſlothful ſin- 
ner, whoſe ſpiritual intereſts have hitherto 
been woefully neglected, does not now dou- 
ble his diligence ; if he truſts to the ſealed 
book of the divine decrees and eternal election, 
and never looks into the more legible book 
of his effectual vocation in time, what will be 
the conſequences? Awful indeed! A bank- 
Tupt was he born, and a bankrupt will he 
die. Deep in arrears to the law and the juſ- 
ke C tice 


( 35. ) 
tice of God, the great creditor, to whom eves 
ry finner is adebtor, and an inſolvent debtor; 
he will in a little be called to an account; and 
thus ſhould induce: the miniſters of religion, 
of every denomination, to preſs home on the 
conſcience of his hearers the evil and the dan- 
ger of their ſins. In the great bufineſs of his 
ſalvation the ſinner is now called to engage; 


His all is at ſtake; and, if he allows floth to 
coccupy the place of aſſiduity and diligence, 


he muſt die a ſpiritual beggar, and, while 
endlefs ages roll on, go in the beggar's garb, 
There can be nothing more impious, abſurd, 
or dangerous, than for a ſinner to pry curi- 


ouſly into heaven's ſecrets, particularly his 


own eternal election; impious, I ſay, for it is 
an attempt to diſcover what the ouNIScIEN 
has not yet revealed; and abſurd, for it is 
an endeavour to invert the proper order of 
things; and dangerous, becauſe it is a trifl- 
ing with the important intereſts of the im- 
mortal ſoul. . Fooliſhly do many diſpute on 
ſpiritual topics; one ſaying, if I was elected 
from everlaſting I will be eventually ſaved, 
and, on this account, I intend to keep my- 
ſelf quite eaſy ;” another ſaying, God is a 
merciful being, and will the clemency of his 
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nature allow him to torment the creatures 
whom he made?” This is a mode of reaſoning 
- which proceeds on a miſtake ; for God is juſt 
as well as merciful ; and the claims of juſtice 
are no leſs inviolable than the propenfions of 
mercy are ſtrong ; a mode of reaſoning this 
which reaſon, as well as revelation, repro- 
| bates. When we are fick we apply to the 
phyſician for {kill, and to the apothecary for 
medicine; and will we not uſe the means to 
work out our ſalvation which heaven has in- 
ſeparably connected with the end? Give all 
diligence, ſays Peter, to make firſt your calling 
| fare; and if you attain to the comfortable 
knowledge of your effectual calling in time; 
it will be at once an indiſputable proof and 
a native conſequence of your election from 
eternity. Beſides, the knowledge of your 
ſtate will be a rich ſpring of religious com- 
fort; and, though you may be ſaved as by 
fire, in the end, if you remain unſolicitous a- 
bout the attainable knowledge of your ſtate, 
you will be, in a great meaſure, a ſtranger to 
the joys of God's holy ſpirit. 
I be improvement of the preſent time is 
mae only way of compenſating the loſs of the 
* Time is irrevocable. Were you to 
ä give 
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give warlds, had you them at your dif) poſal, 
you could not recal yeſterday, which is paſt; 
nay, this morning you ſaw once, bur will 
never ſee a ſecond time, What then ? Im- 
prove the preſent time, and; by no means, 
ler it flip away as much unimproved as the 
paſt. Sinners have long * ſtood idle in the 
* market-place.” We all have acceſs to the 


* market of free grace in the goſpel; nay, we 


all are called, ſhould rather have ſaid, com- 
manded, to huy of Jeſus, the wondrous' mer- 
chant from the far country, the ineſtimably 
precious commodities, which he expoſes 
in it. Theſe commodities are various. as 
well as of great worth. Here is the gold 
of ſaving grace; the white raiment of the 
Saviour's imputed righteouſneſs ; and the ; 
eye: ſalve of divine illumination; and we, as 
well as the Laodiceans, are commanded to 
buy. Obtaining commodities of ſuch une- 
qualled value, who would be unwilling to 
deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; to deny 
himſelf finful eaſe and carnal pleaſures ? 
Does the avaricious trader graſp every op- 
portunity of buying and ſelling to advan- 
tage? 0 ſinner, buy now or never; and buy 
freely. Nor is the price of repentance and 
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| preparatory reformation required. Nay, no 
price is aſked. You are called to © buy with- 
out money and without price. Now i 1s the 
* day of ſalvation,” | 
We are all travellers to the eternal 
world, and have already loſt much precious 
time, The conduct of the anxious traveller 
is worthy of our imitation, When he has 
loitered too long at the inn, and ſees night 
coming on, he mends his pace, and goes as 
faſt as he can; and ſinner, will you not be 
diligent to accompliſh your journey before 
night overtake you, and the door of our hea- 
venly Father's houſe be eternally ſhut? It is, 
I own, exceedingly natural for us to pro- 
craſlinate, and how fatal i is procraſtination to 
multitudes ? How: many, Felix-like, ſhuffle 
off, for the preſent, their moſt important con- 
cerns, waiting the convenient ſeaſon, which 
: will ſuit their own fatuous inclinations, and 
the miſchievous deſigns of the enemy of God 
and men? On death-bed repenrance many 
depend, and the dependence is equally dan- 
gerous and common, That Felix, ſtiffling 
the common convictions of the ſpirit, poſt- 
poned all religious ſolicitude till a poſterior 
: icaſon, whic ch he unhappily imagined would 
_ be 
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be more convenient, the book of the Acts in- 
forms us. But of the arrival of that imagi- 
nary convenient ſeaſon, the ſequel of the hi- 
ſtory ſays nothing, and there is every reaſon 
to believe that it is yet to come. I do not 
ſay but numbers, like the famous thief on 
the croſs, have been converted in their dying 
moments. Affliction is often a precious ſea- 
ſon; in which many have ſought God, and 
found him. But it is dangerous, beyond 
conception, to delay till the very laſt mo- 
ment. A thouſand things are ſuppoſeable. 
We may die ſuddenly. A univerſal ſtupor 
and inſenſibility may render us altogether 

incapable of reflection and thought, 
But, methinks, I hear a young perſon in 
the company interrupting me. You may 
urge me to immediate diligence and prepa- 
ration for the eternal world; but, be the con- 
ſequences what they may, 1 am reſolved to 
indulge in careleſſneſs a while longer for 
theſe reaſons which follow; partly becauſe 
1 am young; partly becauſe 1 am healthful; 
and partly becauſe my Chriſtian- privileges 
are great, and I can ſee no immediate danger 
of being deprived of them.“ I only make the 
pppRnon, and would hope, at the ſame 
FE C 4 | time, 
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time, that it is groundleſs. But, whatever 
you may think, uncertainty is inſcribed in 
all your enjoyments, which may be removed 
in a moment. Nay, if we conſider the afflic- 
tive fituation of many, our own liableneſs to 
diſtreſs and death, together with our reſpon- 
ſibility to heaven for our preſent enjoyments, 
we will ſee the moſt powerful perſuaſives to 
our duty. Remember that preſent health 
cannot always exempt from diſtemper. Eſ- 
teem your Chriſtian privileges: as the gifts of 
heaven and the ſalt of all your enjoy ments. 
Vouth is a ſeaſon, the improvement of which 
might be urged by arguments the moſt ur- 
gent, and motives the moſt unanſwerable. 
To excite young perſons to begin betimes to 
ſeek and to ſerve a beneficent redeemer, they 
are to recollect that the authority of heaven 
is interpoſed; the authority of that great 
Being who made, and who alone can redeem 
us. Remember chy Creator in the days of 
* thy youth, while the evil days come not; 
nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhale 
a ſay, I have no pleaſure in them.“ We 
My young brethren, to glorify God is the 
ultimate end of both your creation and re- 
demption, alſo ſhould be the ultimate end of 
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all your actions, whether civil or religious; ; 
and think ſeriouſly how matters are to be 
with you through the endleſs ages of a long 
eternity; for when millions of ages ſhall 
have revolved eternity will be, as much as 
ever, only to commence. Alas, the incon- 
ſiderateneſs of youth ! Early piety is crown- 
ed with peculiar advantages. However man- 
kind differ in their opinions about other mat- 
ters, they agree in this, that of all the differ- 
ent periods of life youth is incomparably the 
moſt precious; and will we not conſecrate 
the firſt and beſt part of our time to God 
and his ſervice? Beginning betimes to ſeek 
and ſerve the redeemer, you may be the hap- 
py and honoured inſtruments of promoting 
his ſacred intereſts, for a long ſeries of years, 
in the world; an employment which is at 
once the higheſt felicity and the higheſt digni- 
ty of human nature. How many die in child- 
hood and youth? It is altogether uncertain 
whether you arrive at the more advanced pe- 
riods of life; and, ſuppoſing you do, as you 
row up, you will be farther and farther im- 
merſed in worldly concerns and ſecular pur- 
ſuits. Hence, inſtead of more leiſure for at- 
ſending 0 the duties of religion, you will 

| have. 
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have far leſs. Early converts to Jeſus have 
experienced manifeſtations and ſeaſons of 
communion with God, to which, in their riper 
years, they have been, in a great meaſure, 
ſtrangers; ſeaſons the recollection of which 


has often cauſed them to exclaim, O that it 


were with me as in months, or years paſt ! Re- 
membering the love of eſpouſals and their 
' firſt acquaintance with Jeſus, their ſouls have 
glowed with ſpiritual ardour. Attend. punc- 
tually to all the duties and ordinances of re- 
ligion; to which let the authority of heaven, 
like the loadſtone, irreſiſtibly draw you; 
concealing yourſelves frequently in religious 
ſequeſtration and retirement; and give no 
lleep to your eyes, or ſlumber to your eye- 
lids till you obtain a ſaving intereſt in Chriſt, 
To incite you to redeem the time, keep a- 
lire on your minds the brevity of it; allo the 
. probable ſuddenneſs of death, together. with 
the apprehenſions of a fearful] judgment, anda 
long eternity. The; faſhion of this world 
* paſſeth away.” Like the ſtage, on which 


different perſons are brought up, one after 


another, till, at laſt, they and the- ſcene allo 
are removed; one individual and generation 


follows another till they all diſappear ; and 
7 SLE 
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the theatre of time, on which they acted their 
reſpective parts, is taken away. One genera- 
tion does not go and another come in the 
compaſs of a month or of a year. The change 
is more imperceptible. One dies here and 


another there; one born in this place, ano» 


ther in that place; and hence generations 
ſtart up unnoticed in each other's room. 
Changeable are the cuſtoms and faſhions of 
time. Every age has its peculiarities.” In 
dreſs, in the conſtruction of houſes, - in the 
punctilios of breeding and honour, and all 
the gay amuſements of life, widely dif- 
ferent is this age from the laſt; and, as we 
have, we think, improved on our anceſtors, 
the generations that follow, will, doubtleſs, 
make improvements on us. Soaring on the 
wings of hope and exalted expectation, Chriſ- 
tians ſeek the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of that 
world where the wind of alteration does not 
ruffle the ſea of glaſs. The brevity of time, 
the remembrance of which ſhould incire us 
to redeem it, is a conſideration at once awful 
and joyous ; joyous to the Chriſtian, and, be- 
yond expreſſion, awful to the wicked. How 
precarious is ſablunary bliſs! In chis world 


[the NE" enjoy their good things; their 
lands 
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lands and poſſeſſions, titles and honours, am- 
- bition and proſpects ; and for reaſons, which 
are beſt known to his unerring will, he often 
allows the wicked, while in this world, to 
ſpread himſelf like © a green bay tree.” H: 
has choſen the poor of this world to be rich 
in faith and heirs of the celeſtial kingdom, 
But how precarious, I ſay again, is ſublun: 
ry bliſs! Read the hiſtories of this and of o 
ther kingdoms, and behold the humblin 
aſhes of them, who once dwelt in their ſplen. 
did manſions, who once rode, with a con 
temptuous ſneer, in their gilded chariots, and 
are now laid in total oblivion, When mar 
kind blend with the maſs of earth on whic 
we daily tread, between the duſt of the el 
vated ſenator and the duſt of the comma 
ſoldier, the moſt philoſophical eye is unabl 
to diſtinguiſh. The grim meſſenger will nt 
be controlled by ſtrength, nor illuded h 
bribe; and reſt not ſecure, O rich man, i 
your wealth, On the other hand, lift u 
your heads, ye expectant heirs of immorti 
lity, heirs of an inheritance which is inco! 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 1 
away. Bid defiance to fire and faggot. 


not all the apparatus of the Spaniſh inqu 
fitiol 


1 


btion, a tribunal which is an endleſs diſgrace 
to humanity, not to ſay religion, inſpire you 
with horror, or mar your reſolution to per- 
ſevere in your Chriſtian courſe? But riſe ſu- 
perior to the contempt and the malice of the 
world. It is a prevailing opinion that Moſes 
ſtood candidate for the crown of Egypt, and 
m. would have ſucceeded to the monarchy of that 
in» WF opulent empire. Theſe flattering proſpects, 
f off which would ſtrongly impreſs a young mind; 
linz i laid in the one ſcale, and the afflictions of 
God's people in the other, what choice did 
the good man make ? A choice for which he 
will be applauded by poſterity, and the pro- 
priety of which he now ſees in a more ſtrik= 

ing point of view. He choſe © rather to ſuf- 
fer affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon ; 
' eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater 
WH © riches than the treaſures in Egypt.“ A 
choice this which would not diſgrace the ari- 
, i ſtocratical head more than the democratical 
heart, and would give a dignity to mental 
accompliſhmerits, and a virtue to oppulent 
poſſeſſions; ſhedding a n luſtre on 

all. 

| What an infinite diſparity is there between | 
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the unſucceſlive duration of the great, the in- 


| comprehenſible God, and the exiſtence of 


mortal men, which is meaſured by a few un- 
certain days and years, Allow-me- to men- 
tion the ſtriking contraſt. In one extended 
view the great God intuitively beholds all 
things paſt, preſent, and to come; and eter- 


' nity alone, which knows neither commence. 


ment nor conſummation, is co-eyal with his 


exiſtence. But“ man, who is born of a wo- 


man, ſpends his years as a tale that is told, 
and is no ſooner born than he begins to die; 
for mortality is interwoven into his very 
conſtitution, and drags his earthly tabernacle, 
at laſt, down to the grave. In a little the pre- 
ſent generation will be as if it had never been; 


and when you have gone to the eternal world, 


your children will fill your places; and may 
they ſerve the God of Abraham more faith- 
fully than you have done. Nor are you, my 
young brethren, to imagine that I am no- 
now addreſſing myſelf to you. Perhaps the 
ſon will die before the father, and the davgh- 


ter before the mother. Death in this re- 


ſpect, may appear ſomewhat partial; and 
when the edict leaves the throne of the Moll 
High, it has the hatchet in readineſs to bring 
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the fatal ſtroke. A midnight. ery is ſometimes 


given. Drenching in careleſsneſs, the perſon 
is unexpectedly accoſted with a meſſenger, 


who commands attention, and forces obedi- 


ence. Nor can the ſtrongeſt conſtitution, 


more than the weakeſt, withſtand the ſtroke. 


. Blooming youth as well as fading old age is 
cut down. The hatchet is applied to tender 
plants, and blowing flowers, as well as old 
trees. Nay, the hardeſt oak in all the foreſt 


is unable to withſtand the, blaſt; the blaſt. 


which. rages from ſea to ſea, and ſpreads de- 
ſolation between pole and pole; and is felt 


equally by Hottentots in the ſouth and Bri- 
tons in the north, by the Mahometans in the 
caſt and the Chriſtians in the weſt.  __ 

The ſtroke of death may. probably come on 
us on a fudden ; and where is the opportunity 
for * redeeming the time?* The religion of 


Jefus, which enriches the human mind with 
the nobleſt proſpeds, teaches us, that between 
the death of the godly and the death of the 
wicked there is a differende greater than be- 
tween light and darkneſs. The wicked is 
driven away in his vickedneßt How em- 
Phatical and expreſſive the phraſeology here! 


He is reluctant and unwilling to * But 
80 
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go he muſt. * He is driven away. But the 
* righteous man little hath in his death. 
With a mind placid and ſerene, even amidſt 


a ſcene of perſecution from the combined 


attacks of hell and earth, amidſt, I ſay, the 


fury of oppoſing winds, which blow from 


different quarters, he can behold his laſt 


change. Like the weary traveller, who has 
Juſt finiſhed a toilſome journey, the Chriſti- 


an lies down in the grave, as on a downy 


pillow; and enjoys a balmy ſleep of undiſ- 


turbed reſt in Jeſus till the morning of the 
reſurrection- day, when he awakens from a 
ſweet ſleep, refreſhed and invigorated for the 


exerciſes of an endleſs day. But, methinks, 


I hear the Chriſtian, who ſar with King Je- 
ſus at his table yeſterday, and who expects 


to fit with him ſoon on his heavenly throne, 


ſaying, © could not my God and Redeemer, 
* who delivered me from the ſting of natu- 
ral death, have alſo delivered me from the 

© ſtroke of it; tranſlating me inſtantaneouſly, 
© in both ſoul and body, to the metropolis of 
© his empire, in which I have obtained a right 
* of citizenſhip in common with all the ſaints; 
and with which I am carrying on a myſteri- 
* ous traffic, a traffic profoundly unknown to 
the 


(48). 
© the men of the world? Did he not tranſlate 


Enoch that he ſhould not ſee death, and car- 


[ ry Elijah, who dropt his prophetical mantle 


to Eliſha, to heaven in a fiery chariot ? And 
is not his omnipotence the ſame to day that 


© it was prior to the actual incarnation of 
* Chriſt ? All your reaſoning | allow to be 


- juſt and concluſive, But, in ordinary caſes, 


ſaints, as well as ſinners, are ſubjected to the 
ſtroke of natural death; and, though the 
ſcripture is not ſo explicit on this as on 
many other topics, yet theſe among other 
reaſons may be aſſigned for it. The morta- 


lity of the ſaints is calculated to keep then 


in mind of their ſin; for with reſpect to all 
ſin is the cauſe, death the conſequence. The 
ſaints die that they may be glorified in a 
manner, which correſponds to the compa- 
rative excellence of the conſtituent parts of 
their nature, the ſoul, as ſuperior to the body, 


has in this as well as other inſtances the pre- 
cedency; that they may experience the Re- 


deemer's ſpecial ſympathy in death, a criſis 
in which they much need it; and, in fine, 
they die, that they may be, as far as poſſible, 
conformed to their bleſſed head, who ſlept 
in the heart of the earth, and perfumed the 
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grave for the reception of his followers. O 
my Chriſtian brethren, in a little our ſove- 
reign will come in the clouds of heaven, and, 
like the warbling ſongſters, which hail the 
approach of the morning ſun, we bid him 

welcome, * come quickly Lord Jeſus,” 
Upon the whole, O thoughtleſs finners, liſ- 
ten, with an attentive ear, to the apoſtolical 
exhortation before you. See then that ye 
* walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as 
viſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
are evil.“ Let not your whole attention be 
occupied by the fruitleſs purſuits of a tran- 
ſient world. Attention, it is true, to your 


| perſonal and domeſtic intereſts, even in a ſe- 
cular. point of view, is neceſſary and com- 


mendable. But let thoſe be always inferior, 
and ſubordinate ends; for if you gain the 
whole world itſelf, which is by no means ſup- 


poſable, and loſe your ſouls, you gain no- 


thing, and loſe all. Think not then an hour 
or two every day, and a day or two, ſuch as 


this, once in the {ix months, becauſe you re- 


frain from your lawful occupations, - and 
wait on the duties of religion, as your reaſo- 
nable ſervice, are miſpent. The hours ſpent 
in religious duty are devoted to HTM who fits 


\ 


at 


a 


1 
at the helm of affairs, and providentially or- 
ders poverty and wealth, who giveth and 
* taketh away; and, as the firſt fruits ſancti- 
fied the enſuing harveſt among the Jews, 
your religious avocations are calculated to 


bleſs all your increaſe. Buy the opportuni- 


ties; redeem the time; and you will never re- 
pent the price of indefatigable application and 
unwearied aſſiduity, though you give even this 
for the redemption of it; and by no means 
give place to procraſtination. Awful is the 
death of the wicked; and in hell the redemp- 
tion of time is impracticable. In the end the 


judge of all the earth is to pronounce an irre- 


vocable ſentence on aſſembled worlds. Univer- 
{al nature will be in agitation, The whirlwind 
of God's fierce indignation will overſet the 


judgment ſeat itſelf, and carry the devil and 
his angels, with an impenitent world, into 
hell; where the corroding worm of a guilty 


conſcience will pray eternally on the vitals 
of the damned, and the fire of God's vindic- 


tive wrath will never be quenched. Tre- 
mendous puniſhment! a puniſhment prece- 


ded and prognoſticated by awful prodigies; 


for univerſal nature will be in a ſtate of un- 


precedented conſternation. If I had a thou- 
7 ſand 


= N 

_ n= ſand mouths and a thouſand tongues, I could 

not expreſs the one half of infernal miſery. | 
Deliver me from going down to the pit, O 

Lord, thou haſt found a ranſom.” 
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